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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher 
RE: _MURKIN 


I The results of our investigation have been closely j 

coordinated with the CRD. Mr. Robert A. Murphy, Chief, * 

Criminal Section, CRD, stated he desire<^t^knov^th^^^^^ 
results of the polygraph examination of tflHHHHHHMHV who 
was not immed^^ej^ravailable, before making a determination 
as to whether fHHHHH a1: ^ orne ^ should be contacted 
concerning his polygraph examination, and before making a 
determination as to what additional investigation should be 
conducted to resolve this allegation. 

DETAILS : 


was not available for a Bureau 
poiygrapn examination lUi^^^th^j^n^of 1/29/76. 

Dur^i^pre -polygraph interview 

■MB never mentioned the amount o^mon^^T^be paid othei 
^nai^Taig money." (initially statecJJjJJBHfof fered $50 , 00( 
He advised wh^^^at the bar, someone state^King should be 
killed, and^mjmade statement to the effect he would ki] 
him for the right amount of money. When questioned during \ 
polygraph aboutRalph (LNU) saying he had $25,000 in the 
briefcase stated Ralph had only said "25," and there 
would be "50" (not $50,000 as initially stated) when King 
was buried. 

During the polygr aphfl0000| appeared to have 
difficulty in breathing, and stated he was very nervous 
concerning the whole matter. The polygraph examination was 
determined to be "inconclusive." 

On 2/2/76, this matter was thoroughl^discussed wi 
Departmental Attorney Murphy. He stated attorney 

should not be contacted at this time, and th^foll owing 
additional investigation shouldbeconducted to resolve this 
allegation: Reinterview the tHIHfco resolve differences 

in their accounts of the alleged meeting; have each of the 
j^HH00prepare a diagram of the ba^and boo th where alleged 
meeting took place; verify that ^B9p|and 
Atlanta at time of alleged meeting; interview co-wbrkers of 
00000:0 see if he has talked about this alleged meeting; 
identify and interview former employees and customers of 
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re any knowledge of alleged meeting or of ( 

conduc t investi gation into the b ackground of f 
interview UBHBB^ife; re i nterview I 
deceased barowner^HHH| , to see xi 
talked of any such payment otte^^ snow_a.r t i s t 1 s conception of 
Ralph (LNU) (as prepared byBBB to 9flHflV ari ^ al l pertinent 
witnesses; show on an Atlantacxty ma^j^c^ion of 

__jiri comparison to where James Earl Ray sitayed in 
Lanta; and conduct other obvious and logical investigation, 



Mr. Murphy advised he was advising the 
and theUS^^lemphis , of the institution of this 

re the^B allegation. 

Mr. Murphy stated the FBI should not coi 
inquiries from the news media concerning this inv< 
and any such inquiries should be referred to the 


USA, Atlanta, 
investigation 


rfiment to any 
Ostigation, 
RD. 


Atlanta and El Paso are being instructed 
communication to promptly conduct this investigate 


ACTION: 


For information, 
developments . 


You will be advised of 
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by separate 
on. 

any pertinent 













